346               Uganda and its Peoples
Marriage amongst the rich is a serious affair From thirty to fifty head of cattle and up to one hundred camels may be given to the father of the girl The poorer class give from five to ten goats These presents or prices are given as a guarantee of the faithfulness of the wife, and if she proves faithless they are forfeited, and returned to the husband The husband also becomes possessed of the whole wealth of the co-respondent If there is a child, the wife gets the custody of it, and gets half the cattle given as dowry
If a husband ib unfaithful, there is a recognised penalty ol a goat payable to the wife for each offence
The offender in case of seducing an unmarried woman is fined to the extent of one cow and one sheep
Theft and murder are punished with death
Chiefs do not inherit their chieftainship They are elected on account of some particular quality they possess, wisdom or bravery, or something that distinguishes a man from his fellows , but he must always be the son of a chief
The officials of a chiefs household are the Katikiro, the Ikopo (earner of the chief's pipe), the Abero (beer girl), and the Aropepe (flute-player)
There is no form of salutation when they meet each other, but if they meet a stranger they say " Mata," and the reply is " Mata "
A woman would lose caste if she were to eat fowls, eggs, or fish
Snakes are numerous     There is a cure for snake-bite, consisting of scarifying the wound until it bleeds freely    The patient is also forced to eat fat mutton and drink human urine until hft . vomits , the cure is then thought to be complete    This treatmen^' is not always effective
Their system of counting deserves to be put on record, as it is different from those of the tribes to the west of them , but 11